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SUBJECT: CALL ON MINISTER OF LAND REFORM, CIVIL AVIATION AND TOURISM 

1. AMBASSADOR, ACCOMPANIED BY ECON COUNSELOR, PAID COURTESY CALL 
ON OCTOBER 15 ON SHAH MOAZZEM HOSSAIN, STATE MINISTER OF LAND 
ADMINISTRATION, LAND REFORM, CIVIL AVIATION AND TOURISM. MINISTER 
SAID BANGLADESH BIMAN PLANNED TO BUY A USED AIRCRAFT, PROBABLY A 
BOEING 707, IN NEXT FEW MONTHS. 

2. LAND ADMINISTRATION/REFORM. MINISTER SAID THAT THIS ASPECT 
OF HIS WORK GENERALLY RAN ITSELF. MAJOR DECISION TAKEN SINCE 

AUGUST 15 WAS TO UNDO NUMEROUS PROPOSALS FOR COMPULSORY COOPERATIVES 
WHICH HAD BEEN UNDER CONSIDERATION AT CLOSE OF MUJIB GOVERNMENT. 

THAT SCHEME HAD BEEN ENTIRELY ABANDONED AND MINISTER WAS NOW LOOKING 
AT LAND REFORM LAWS NOW ON THE BOOKS. 

3. CIVIL AVIATION. 

A. PURCHASE OF BOEING 707. MINISTER SAID GOVERNMENT HAD CON- 
TEMPLATED, BUT REJECTED, QUICK PURCHASE OF USED BOEING 707 FOR 
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ONLY PARTLY FINANCIAL; ANOTHER ASPECT WAS THE NEED TO INSURE THAT 
BANGLADESH BIMAN HAD SUFFICIENT ROUTES TO JUSTIFY PUTTING SECOND 
BOEING INTO REGULAR SERVICE. BDG HAD, HOWEVER, DEFINITELY DECIDED 
TO PURCHASE A SECOND JET AIRCRAFT, MOST PROBABLY A USED BOEING 707, 

IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. 

B. KURMITOLA AIRPORT. MINISTER HAD VISITED INCOMPLETE KURMITOLA 
AIRPORT BEGUN UNDER PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT. THE GOVERNMENT WAS NEGOTIA- 
TING WITH CONSULTANTS WHO MIGHT BE EXPECTED TO REPORT ON NECESSARY 
NEXT STEPS IN ABOUT TWELVE MONTHS TIME. ALLOWING AN ADDITIONAL TWO 
YEARS TO IMPLEMENT CONSULTANTS’ RECOMMENDATIONS. MINISTER THOUGHT 
COMPLETION OF AIRPORT WAS AT LEAST THREE YEARS AWAY. 

C. BANGLADESH BIMAN FINANCIAL SITUATION. MINISTER HAD FOUND BANGLA- 
DESH BIMAN LOSING MONEY BECAUSE IT HAD 3,000 EMPLOYEES WHERE ONLY 
2,000 WERE NEEDED AND THOSE 3,000 WERE BEING PAID FOR OVERTIME. 

MINISTER HAD INHERITED THIS SITUATION AND WAS TRYING TO DEAL WITH 

IT. BUT NOTHING COULD BE DONE QUICKLY, ANY IMMEDIATE ACTION TO RETRENCH 

THE UNNECESSARY 1,000 EMPLOYEES WOULD LEAD TO STRIKES AND DISRUPTION 
OF PLANE SCHEDULES. HENCE THE MINISTER HAD TO MOVE CAUTIOUSLY. 

4. TOURISM. THE MINISTER SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS PUTTING TOGETHER 
BOTH A 20- YEAR LONG TERM PLAN TO ATTRACT TOURISTS TO BANGLADESH AND 
ALSO A FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SELECTED SCENIC AND 
HISTORICAL SITES AROUND BANGLADESH. DEVELOPMENT OF SITES WILL 
INCLUDE NECESSARY ACCOMMODATIONS AND FACILITIES TOGETHER WITH 
SCHEDULED FLIGHTS AND/OR IMPROVED ROADS TO ENABLE TOURISTS TO ENJOY 
HOLIDAYS IN BANGLADESH. HE HOPED THIS COULD BECOME AN IMPORTANT 
EARNER OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE. THE PROPOSED QUOTE FIVE STAR HOTEL 
UNQUOTE TO BE BUILT WITH JAPANESE COLLABORATION IN DACCA WAS STILL 
UNDER NEGOTIATION, THE MINISTER SAID. 

5. GENERAL ECONOMIC OUTLOOK. THE MINISTER STRONGLY EMPHASIZED 

HIS PERSONAL VIEW THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD MOVE CAUTIOUSLY BUT 
STEADILY AWAY FROM NATIONALIZATION TOWARD GREATER RELIANCE ON THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR. BDG HAD ISSUED ECONOMIC WHITE PAPER (DACCA A- 105) 
PROMPTLY TO POINT THE WAY TO NECESSARY CHANGES IN ECONOMIC POLICY 
AND ADMINISTRATION. WHILE THERE WOULD BE NO ABRUPT DENATIONALIZATION 
OF MAJOR INDUSTRIAL UNITS, THE MINISTER MADE CLEAR HIS VIEW THERE 
SHOULD BE A GRADUAL MOVE IN THAT DIRECTION. 
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